The Already but Not Yet: Groaning Towards Glory
Part 2: The Christian Groans, Persevering in Hope
Romans 8:23-25

Present-day sufferings are not worthy to be compared to coming future glory (18).

Why? There is cosmic hope (vv.18-22): 
1. Creation anticipates  the revealing of God’s children (19). 
2. Creation shares in both the consequences of sin and hope of redemption (20). 
3: Creation’s hope is that it will be liberated into the glory of God’s children (21). 
4: Creation groans with hope, like a woman in labor (22).

 Why?  There is personal hope (23-25):

Four ways Christians groan with hope in the already but not yet
1. We groan in hope because we have the Spirit’s _______________________ (23a). 
We have _____________ the glory that the Spirit _____________________ will fully come.

2. We groan in hope, longing for the full realization of our ___________________ (23b). 
We are __________________ God’s children, but our adoption will be ________________ with the ______________________ of our _______________.

3. We groan in hope that is _________________ but _____________________ (24). 
Though we do not see clearly now, ______ has _______________ the day of our glorification.

4. We groan in hope that ______________________ (25). 
By the Spirit, we wait with both eager ______________ and ______________________________.


Reflection Questions
1. Where in my life do I feel the earnest groans of hope for what I know is coming? 
2. How does the Spirit’s presence help me persevere when the “not yet” feels overwhelming? 
3. What does it look like to wait actively and patiently this week? With my body, my prayers, my devotions, my activities, and my relationships?
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