The Already but Not Yet: Groaning Towards Glory
Part 3: The Spirit Groans, Interceding in Hope
Romans 8:26-27

Present-day sufferings are not worthy to be compared to coming future glory (18).

Why? There is cosmic hope (vv.18-22): 
1. Creation anticipates  the revealing of God’s children (19). 
2. Creation shares in both the consequences of sin and hope of redemption (20). 
3: Creation’s hope is that it will be liberated into the glory of God’s children (21). 
4: Creation groans with hope, like a woman in labor (22).

Why? There is personal hope (vv.23-25):
1. We groan in hope because we have the Spirit’s firstfruits (23a
2. We groan in hope, eagerly waiting for our full realization of our adoption (23b). 
3. We groan in hope that is unseen but certain (24). 
4. We groan in hope that endures (25). 

Why? There is Divine hope (26-27):

1. The Spirit comes _______________ us to _______ us in our _________________. (v.26a).


2. The Spirit ______________ in _________ with ______________ beyond _________ (v.26b).


3. The Spirit __________ in perfect _____________________ with God’s __________ (v.27).



Reflection Questions
1. When have you felt too weak, confused, or burdened to know what to pray and how does Romans 8:26-27 speak into that moment?

2. How does knowing that both Christ and the Spirit are interceding for you shape your view of prayer, especially in seasons of suffering or silence?

3. What does it mean to you that the Spirit’s “mindset” is life and peace—and how might that influence the way you pray or respond to hardship?

4. How does the truth that “God hears even the groanings” deepen your confidence in Romans 8:28—that all things work together for good for those who love Him? 
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